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 Building COPE Reports 

There are four primary factors to consider when 
controlling property risk exposures to buildings and their 
contents- construction, occupancy, protection, and 
external environment. Collectively, these are known as 
“COPE” factors. Our COPE report reflects these criteria. 
These factors directly bear on policy overall premium and 
your operations’ concealed fire hazard. When controlling 
the threat of hostile building fires, two important factors 
are a building’s construction and it occupancy.  

 

What do insurance companies look for when 
assessing your operations: 

 

 Is there an adequate number of fire 
extinguishers; are they maintained 
annually? 

 Flammable/Combustible liquid storage and 
appropriate controls?  

 Fuel loads near buildings and or adequate 
building separation? 

 Vegetation encroaching buildings? 
 Nonstandard electrical configurations? 
 Good housekeeping?  
 Deterrents for arsonist activity? 

 

When should a COPE report be completed?   

 

It is important to have a COPE report done on new 
buildings or on existing buildings with new additions. 
Having a comprehensive building review can help 
identify hazards unique to your operation.  

A COPE report assists underwriting staff in correctly 
evaluating the operation, its fire hazards, and the 
controls over these hazards.  

 

 

*Fire Hazards: Pallets and other materials can 

potentially be fuel for a fire if not properly stored. 

What we can do for you? 

 

For buildings insured in excess of $25 million, 

PayneWest Risk Control can complete a COPE 

report.  Our Risk Control professionals will 

evaluate your building’s construction and how 

features may impact the likelihood and 

consequences of fire damage to the building 

and its contents.  Additional factors our team 

will consider are the occupancy and nature of 

the activities in the building.   

If you have any questions or would like of 

assistance with risk management, a COPE 

report, or insurance coverage do not hesitate 

to reach out to your PayneWest contact.  
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