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SAFETY
CMV Driving Tips--Failure to Buckle Up
A safety belt, often referred to as a seat belt, is a 
harness designed to secure occupants inside the 
vehicle, and you have to buckle up to use it. Without 
question, a safety belt is the most important  
in-cab safety device that will protect an occupant in 
the event of a sudden stop or crash. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) notes 
that in 2001, safety belts saved over 12,000 American 
lives.

Safety belts are not just for light-vehicle drivers and 
occupants, but must also be worn by Commercial 
Motor Vehicle (CMV) drivers. Though some drivers 
may have excuses for not buckling up,2 such as 
thinking the belt is uncomfortable, the data is clear 
that wearing your safety belt can save your life.3 The 
Large Truck Crash Causation Study (LTCCS) reported 
that 23 percent of combination truck, single-vehicle 
crashes involved the driver not wearing a safety 
belt.4 A Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI) 
naturalistic study of truck driver safety belt use found 
that in baseline events (i.e., non-crash), 39.6 percent 
of drivers were unbelted. However, in incidents, that 
number jumped to 66.5 percent indicating that not 
wearing a safety belt may be indicative of other risky 
driving behaviors.

Below are some tips on the benefits of wearing 
safety belts.

TIP #1: Always Wear Your Safety Belt
It is critical that when you are driving, either short 
distances or on long trips, you should always wear 
your safety belt. It is also critical that if you have a 
passenger, he/she should buckle up as well. In case 
of a sudden stop or crash, a safety belt will keep you 
secured to the seat, helping prevent injury or death 
that may occur from you being thrown from your 
seat into the steering wheel, dash or windshield. 
From 2001 data, NHTSA reported that 60 percent 
of all passengers killed in traffic crashes were 
unrestrained.

Did You Know? Wearing your safety belt is the 
law, and violations are subject to monetary fines? 
Section 392.16 of the Federal Motor Carrier Safety 
Association (FMCSA) Regulations indicates that a 
CMV which has a seat belt assembly installed at the 
driver’s seat shall not be driven unless the driver has 
properly restrained himself/herself with the seat belt 
assembly.

TIP #2: Safety Belts Prevent Ejection from 
a Vehicle in a Crash
Many people mistakenly believe it’s better to be 
thrown clear of the wreckage in the event of a crash, 
but this could not be further from the truth. The fact 
is an occupant is four times as likely to be fatally 
injured when thrown from the vehicle. In 2006, 217 
truck occupants and drivers died when they were 
ejected from their cabs during a crash.
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Did You Know? When you are not wearing a safety 
belt, your chances of being killed are almost 25 
times higher if you are thrown from a vehicle in a 
crash. Safety belts can keep you from being thrown 
through the windshield, from being dragged and 
scraped along the ground or from being crushed by 
your own truck or another vehicle.

Did You Know? Danny Cloud, a 51-year-old  
McAlester man, was killed on January 22, 2008, 
when his pickup collided with a tractor-trailer rig 
in Hughes County, OK. Cloud’s pickup went left of 
center, hit the semi and became lodged under it. 
Cloud was pinned for two hours and was pronounced 
dead at the scene of the crash. The semi was driven 
by 59-year-old Anthony Wayne Green of McAlester 
who was also pinned for 1.5 hours. He was taken 
to McAlester Regional Hospital with arm and back 
injuries. Neither Green nor Cloud wore a safety belt 
nor had any passengers. 

Did You Know? Michael Berggren, a 55-year old 
truck driver, was fatally wounded in a crash while 
not wearing a safety belt. Involved in a single-vehicle 
rollover on December 26, 2006, Berggren was 
ejected from the truck cab, which resulted in the truck 
rolling over him and crushing his chest. Berggren’s 
employer and spouse indicated that he habitually 
wore his safety belt. This tragic story highlights that 
drivers must buckle up each and every time--with no 
exceptions.

TIP #3: Even the Best Drivers Need to Wear 
Safety Belts at All Times
While good drivers do not usually cause accidents, 
it is possible that during your driving career you will 
be involved in a crash caused by a bad driver, bad 
weather, mechanical failure or tire blowout. Wearing 
a safety belt prevents injuries and fatalities by 
preventing ejection and by protecting your head and 
spinal cord.

Did You Know? On March 17th, 2008, Joseph 
Karichu of Colony, Texas, was involved in a crash after 
his truck cab fell nearly 40 feet. Karichu was traveling 
north on I-380 near Cedar Rapids when he swerved 
to avoid a car, hit the guardrail, and went up and over 
the railing, falling 40 feet below. Police noted that 
because he was wearing his lap and shoulder safety 
belt, Karichu walked away from the crash.

Information provided by: FMCSA

REGULATORY
What Violations Would Cause a Carrier to 
Automatically Fail a Safety Audit?
Carriers will be notified of all violations found during 
a Safety Audit and provided an explanation of how to 
address their safety problems. Some violations are 
deemed egregious enough to cause the carrier to 
automatically fail the Safety Audit.

Automatic Failure Violations
Alcohol & Drug Violations

 ♦ No alcohol and/or controlled substances 
testing program.

 ♦ No random alcohol and/or controlled 
substances testing program.

 ♦ Using a driver who refused a required alcohol 
or controlled substances test.

 ♦ Using a driver known to have an alcohol 
concentration of 0.04 or greater.

 ♦ Using a driver who tested positive or altered 
or substituted a test for controlled substances.
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Driver Violations
 ♦ Using a driver without a valid Commercial 

Driver’s License (CDL).

 ♦ Using a disqualified driver.

 ♦ Using a driver with a revoked, suspended, or 
canceled CDL.

 ♦ Using a medically unqualified driver.

Operator Violations
 ♦ Operating a motor vehicle without having in 

effect the required level of insurance.

 ♦ Failing to require drivers to make hours-of-
service records (log books).

Repairs & Inspections Violations
 ♦ Operating a vehicle declared out-of-service 

(OOS) for safety deficiencies before repairs 
are made.

 ♦ Not performing OOS repairs reported in Driver-
Vehicle Inspection Reports (DVIRs).

 ♦ Operating a motor vehicle not annually 
inspected.

What Happens When a Carrier Passes or 
Fails a Safety Audit?
Once the Safety Audit is complete, the auditor will 
review the findings with the carrier. Within 45 days, 
the carrier will receive written notification from 
FMCSA confirming that they have passed or failed.

PASS--The carrier’s safety performance will continue 
to be closely monitored for the remainder of the 
18-month new entrant period. If no subsequent 
safety problems are found, the carrier will be granted 
permanent operating authority and continue to be 
monitored under CSA.

FAIL--FMCSA will provide the carrier written 
documentation detailing the violations that caused 
the carrier to fail and the requirements for developing 
a Corrective Action Plan (CAP). The CAP must explain 
the actions the carrier will take to address the 
violations identified. CAPs must be submitted to the 
FCMSA Service Center within the number of days 
specified on the failure notification. Failure to either 
submit a CAP, or implement the corrective actions, 
will result in loss of FMCSA registration.

Information provided by: FMCSA


