
 

Digging Dangers 

The purposes of this newsletter is to review the hazards 

associated with digging and to discuss the hazards of 

striking underground structures such as wire, cable, 

piping or tanks. Consider the contents of this talk to 

protect your property and possibly save your life.  

Each year, scores of people are killed or injured while 

digging in their yards or on business property. They 

unwittingly strike an underground hazard such as a 

buried power cable or gas line, causing property damage 

and serious injury or death. This talk will remind you of 

the hazards and provide valuable tips.  

Underground Hazards 

 Electrical transmission lines  

 Gas lines  

 Telephone cables  

 Cable TV cables  

 Water lines  

 Sewer lines  

Safety Tips:  

Carefully pre-plan your digging needs.  

Limit digging to absolute minimum.  

Mark the locations and depth of each hole with 

white paint or other marking system.  

Call your local electric or gas utility and obtain the 

telephone number of the agency that performs a 

survey of your property looking for underground 

hazards. Usually this service is free.  

Remember, you may have to provide up to 48 hours 

notice prior to the dig.  

 

Safety Tips Continued…  

Try to be in attendance when the survey agency 

arrives to conduct the underground survey. 

Make sure you understand where any underground 

hazards are located.  

Dig only in areas that have been "cleared" by the 

survey team.  

While digging, stop at the first sign that you have 

encountered an underground obstacle.  

Closing: 

Digging accidents are usually very serious. At the very 

least, these accidents cause extensive property damage 

and several of your neighbors could be affected by the 

damage. In the worst case scenario, people lose hands, 

feet, fingers and even their lives. Don't take shortcuts. 

Plan your dig and call the appropriate agency for help 

well in advance of your needs. Remember also that you 

or your company could be held liable for damage if an 

underground survey is not performed prior to the dig.  
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