
 
SUMMER 2019 

Pesticides and Other Chemicals  
 
From time to time our clients inquire about EPA 
and OSHA Standards regarding pesticides and 
other chemicals. These products can be effective 
methods to manage insects, rodents, mold, weeds 
and fungus that harm our crops and impact our 
production agriculture. However, pesticides must 
be managed carefully to mitigate the potential 
risks of short- and long- term illnesses to 
farmworkers and their families. 
 
Workers may be exposed to pesticides in a variety 
of ways, including: working in a field where 
pesticides have recently been applied; breathing in 
pesticide "drift" from adjoining or nearby fields; 
working in a pesticide-treated field without 
appropriate PPE; eating with pesticide-residue on 
their hands; or eating in a pesticide-contaminated 
field.  
 
Employers and their workers should be aware of 
the risks posed by the utilization of pesticides and 
chemicals. Proper protection and safety 
procedures should be followed when mixing and 
storing chemicals, to application on crops and in 
avoiding spillage and accidents. Safe use of 
pesticides is valuable not only to those who work 
in the industry, but also to those who live near 
areas where pesticides and chemicals are used. 

 
Pesticide Protection 
The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
oversees pesticide use through the Worker 
Protection Standard (WPS). The WPS is a 

regulation for agricultural pesticides which is 
aimed at reducing the risk of pesticide poisonings 
and injuries among agricultural workers and 
pesticide handlers. The WPS protects employees 
on farms from occupational exposure to 
agricultural pesticides. The regulation covers two 
types of workers:  
 

 Pesticide handlers – those who mix, load, 
or apply agricultural pesticides; clean or 
repair pesticide application equipment; or 
assist with the application of pesticides in 
any way.  

 

 Agricultural workers – those who perform 
tasks related to the cultivation and 
harvesting of plants on farms or in 
greenhouses, or nurseries. Workers 
include anyone employed for any type of 
compensation (including self-employed) 
doing tasks — such as carrying nursery 
stock, repotting plants, or watering — 
related to the production of agricultural 
plants on an agricultural establishment. 
Workers do not include office employees, 
truck drivers, mechanics, and any others 
not engaged in handling, cultivation, or 
harvesting.  

 
Hazard Communication  
Chemicals must be properly labeled so 
farmworkers know the identity and hazards of the 
chemicals they may be exposed to at work. OSHA 
has information to assist employers and workers 
ensure that hazard communication is properly 
addressed in their workplaces. In addition, certain 
OSHA standards address hazard communications. 
As explained in 1910.1200(b)(5)(i), pesticides 
covered under FIFRA are exempt from the OSHA 
labeling requirements since EPA regulates these 
labels.  
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