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The summer of 2020 was remarkable in many 

ways – a spot freight surge began to change 

rates dynamics in fundamental ways as the 

COVID-19 pandemic scrambled supply chains, 

the virus itself was moving all around the 

nation, and nearly every in-person trucking 

event to speak of was canceled. Plenty tax 

deadlines had been extended, furthermore, 

from the spring in order to give U.S. citizens 

and businesses relief in an increasingly topsy-

turvy time, in economic terms. 

One deadline, however, would stand firm – 

the Aug. 31 date on which most independent 

owner-operators and fleets of all sizes must 

file Form 2290 with the Internal Revenue 

Service to pay annual Heavy Highway Vehicle 

Use Tax.  

On  July 1, the 2021-'22 2290 tax year 

opened, and just as last year, there's no sign 

of any relief on the filing deadline.  

Below is a list of Frequently Asked 

Questions (FAQ) regarding IRS Form 

2290: 

What is Form 2290? 

Heavy Highway Vehicle Use Tax Return or 

Form 2290 is a Federal Excise Tax imposed on 

vehicles operating in public highways with a 

gross weight of 55,000 pounds or more. 

Taxes are collected annually and are used for 

highway construction and maintenance. 

 

What are the other terms used for 

referring form 2290? 

Form 2290 is also referred as Heavy Vehicle 

Used Tax or HVUT, Truck Tax and Highway 

Vehicle Tax. 

What is the purpose of the Form 2290? 

Form 2290 can be used for the following 

purposes: 

 Pay tax for heavy vehicles with a 

taxable gross weight of 55,000 

pounds or more, which will be used 

during the period 

 Report any vehicles, which are 

expected to be used within 5,000 or 

7,500 miles and claim suspension 

from tax 

 Claim credits for taxes paid on any 

taxable vehicles which are sold, 

stolen, destroyed or used 5,000 miles 

or less (7,500 miles, if agricultural 

vehicles) 

 To correct the VIN in Schedule 1 that 

was reported incorrectly 

 Report 2290 amendments such as 

increase in taxable gross weight and 

taxable vehicle exceeds the mileage 

limit 
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Who must file 2290? 

If you own and operate a heavy vehicle with a 

gross weight of 55,000 pounds or more, then 

you are liable for filing Form 2290. 

You may be an individual (trucker or owner 

operator), limited liability company (LLC), 

corporation, partnership, or any other type of 

organization (including nonprofit, charitable, 

educational, etc.). 

When should I file form 2290? 

You must file Form 2290 by the last day of 

the month following the month of first use 

during the current tax period (July 1, 2020 to 

June 30, 2021). 

Normally for a tax year the filing period starts 

from July 1st to June 30th of next year, it is 

due by August 31st. If any due date falls on a 

week end (Saturday & Sunday) or federal 

holiday, file by the next business day. 

What is a Taxable vehicle? 

Any heavy motor vehicle that has a gross 

weight of 55,000 pounds or more is called as 

a Taxable Vehicle. 

Examples for taxable vehicles include trucks, 

truck tractors and buses used for the purpose 

of carrying loads in public highways. However, 

van, pickup trucks, panel trucks are not 

considered as Taxable vehicle since their 

gross weight is less than 55,000 pounds 

 

 

What is Taxable gross weight? 

Taxable Gross Weight is the total unloaded 

weight of the vehicle. Unloaded weight refers 

to empty weight of the truck, truck tractor or 

bus, fully equipped for service. 

A truck or tractor fully equipped for service 

includes the body, all accessories and 

equipments attached to the truck 

How should I file form 2290? 

You can file form 2290 in two ways: 

 E-Filing - File electronically to IRS 

using online filing application and 

receive stamped schedule I copy in 

minutes. IRS recommends e filing for 

filing a return as it is simple, easy and 

secured. 

 Paper File- Manually mail the return to 

IRS office. You are likely to receive 

your schedule1 copy in 5-45 days. 

When is form 2290 due? 

Generally, the annual taxable period begins 

on July 1st of the current year and ends on 

June 30th of the following year. For vehicles 

that are in use at the beginning of the tax 

period (July), your 2290 filing deadline is 

August 31. Taxes on the full tax period should 

be filed and pay what you owe IRS. 

For more information regarding the IRS 

Form 2290, please visit: 

https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-

2290 


