
 
Third Quarter 2020 

How To Prepare For a 

Wildfire 
Wildfires can occur anywhere and 
threaten homes, businesses, 
infrastructure, natural resources and 
agriculture. This quarter, we outline how 
to protect yourself and your property and 
detail the steps to take now so that you 
can act quickly if you or your business is 
in danger. 

 A wildfire is an unplanned, unwanted 

fire burning in a natural area, such as 
a forest, grassland, or prairie.  

 Wildfires can occur at any time. 

 Wildfires can occur anywhere in the 

country.  

Know how to stay informed. Receiving 
timely information about weather 
conditions or other emergency events can 
make all the difference in knowing when 
to take action to be safe.  

Many communities have text or email 
alert systems for emergency notifications. 
In addition to registering to receive these 
alerts, we suggest carrying extra batteries 
for a battery-operated radio and your cell 
phone, so that you can stay informed in 
the event of a power outage.  

Know your evacuation routes. To 
ensure you will be able to act quickly 
should you need to evacuate, you need to 
plan ahead. Know your community’s local 
evacuation plan and identify several 
escape routes for your location in case 
roads are blocked. If you will need to 
share transportation, make arrangements 
now. If there is a need for employees to 

use public transportation, you should 
contact your local government emergency 
management agency to ask how an 
evacuation will work, how will they get 
current information during an evacuation 
and the location of staging areas.  

Protect your property. Take steps now 
to reduce the sources of fuel in and 
around your business and use fire-
resistant construction materials when 
possible.  

 Clear away all combustible 
materials—including leaves or 

needles and other debris—from the 
roof, gutters, and decks (on top and 

below) and around the foundation.   

 Remove tree limbs within 15 feet of 

the ground. Create a 15-foot space 
between tree crowns.  

 Replace highly flammable 

vegetation, such as pine, eucalyptus, 
juniper and fir trees with plants that 

do not burn as readily.  

 
Discuss what you have done to prepare 
with your colleagues and your PayneWest 
Insurance team. Talking about your 
emergency preparedness plan with others will 
help perfect the plan and execute when every 
second counts.  

If you have any questions or would like 
assistance with Risk Management and Safety, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to your 
PayneWest contact. 
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