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FMCSA Extends CDL, Medical Card Expiration Date Waiver 

The FMCSA extended a waiver this week 

that now gives drivers until September 30, 

2020 to renew their commercial driver’s 

licenses, commercial learner’s permits and 

medical cards. This extension will only apply 

to those whose CDL, CLP or medical card 

expired on or after March 1. 

The waiver, which originally lasted until 

June 30, was issued in response to the 

current COVID-19 outbreak, which has 

closed many state motor vehicle offices and 

medical clinics across the country. With 

many doctors canceling routine visits, many 

drivers in need of a DOT physical haven’t 

been able to get one in time. Provided the 

medical certificate was issued for at least 90 

days, the expired document will be 

accepted as valid until the September 30 

deadline. 

In addition, CLP holders won’t be required 

to retake their general and endorsement 

knowledge tests under the waiver. 

For now, drivers should carry their expired 

CDLs, CLPs and medical cards and present 

them when asked, with the knowledge that 

they will be accepted as valid until the 

September 30 deadline. It’s important to 

keep in mind that this waiver is only good 

for documents that have expired since 

March 1. If the expiration date was prior to 

that, the waiver won’t apply and drivers 

could be issued out-of-service orders or 

fines for operating noncompliantly. 

The waiver issued by FMCSA:  

1. Extends until September 30, 2020 

the maximum period of CDL validity 

by waiving 49 CFR 383.73(b)(9) and 

383.73(d)(6) for CDLs due for 

renewal on or after March 1, 2020. 

2. Extends until September 30, 2020, 

the maximum period of CLP validity 

by waiving 49 CFR 383.73(a)(2)(iii) 

and 383.25(c) for CLPs that are due 

for renewal on or after March 1, 

2020, without requiring the CLP 

holders to retake the general and 

endorsement knowledge tests. 

3. Waives the requirement under 49 

CFR 383.25(e) that CLP holders wait 

14 days to take the CDL skills test. 

4. Waives the requirement under 49 

CFR 391.45 that CDL holders, CLP 

holders, and non-CDL CMV drivers 

have a medical examination and 

certification, provided that they have 

proof of a valid medical certification 

and any required medical variance 

(such as an exemption letter or a 

skill performance evaluation 

certificate) that were issued for a 

period of 90 days or longer and that 

expired on or after March 1, 2020. 

5. Waives the requirement under 49 

CFR 383.71(h)(3) that, in order to 
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maintain the medical certification 

status of "certified," CDL or CLP 

holders provide the State Driver 

Licensing Agency with an original or 

copy of a subsequently issued 

medical examiner's certificate and 

any required medical variance, 

provided that they have proof of a 

valid medical certification or medical 

variance that expired on or after 

March 1, 2020. 

6. Waives the requirement under 49 

CFR 383.73(o)(2) that the State 

Driver Licensing Agency change the 

CDL or CLP holder's medical 

certification status to "not certified" 

upon the expiration of the medical 

examiner's certificate or medical 

variance, provided that the CDL or 

CLP holders have proof of a valid 

medical certification or medical 

variance that expired on or after 

March 1, 2020. 

7. Waives the requirements under 49 

CFR 383.73(o)(4) that the State 

Driver Licensing Agency initiate a 

CDL or CLP downgrade upon the 

expiration of the medical examiner's 

certificate or medical variance, 

provided that the CDL or CLP 

holders have proof of a valid medical 

certification or medical variance that 

expired on or after March 1, 2020. 

8. The waiver does not apply to drivers 

who, since their last medical 

certificate was issued, have been 

diagnosed with a medical condition 

that would disqualify them from 

operating in interstate commerce, or 

have developed a condition that 

requires an exemption or Skill 

Performance Evaluation from 

FMCSA. Also, this waiver does not 

apply to medical examiner's 

certificates originally issued for less 

than 90 days. 

9. FMCSA has also issued a notice of 

non-enforcement policy stating the 

agency will not enforce regulations 

against drivers operating CMVs with 

CDLs, CLPs or medical certificates 

that expired on or after March 1, 

2020 in accordance with the waiver. 

For more information regarding terms, 

conditions and restrictions of the waiver, 

please visit fmcsa.dot.gov. You can also 

reach out to your PayneWest Risk Control 

representative for more assistance on this 

topic. 
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